TUMBLING   IN   THE   HAY
difference between solar and lunar eclipses well,
thanks to Birrell's rhyme which told you that the
solar sort was local.
" There once was a solar eclipse
Which could only be seen from the Kips.
As the daylight grew darker
I thought I saw Parker
Astride on a ..."
I was only waiting for an opportunity to come out
strong when they made a howler, but so far they
were talking intelligently enough. It was always
hard to get in a word when Weary was in possession,
for he had a way of holding the house and of keeping
interrupters at bay. That, strangely enough, was due
to his slowness and deliberateness of speech.
Suddenly Mr. Golly inquired: "Did yez ever see
an Hunter's Moon ? I seen one when I was out
ratting one evening with Jack Lalor the barber, A
grand sight it was entirely."
There was no chance for me now for the conversa-
tion was off eclipses. I told the Citizen BirrelFs
rhyme. The pleasant mouth smiled. I could see
him turning the limerick over in his mind. Suddenly
he exploded with admiration. " Who was this huer
Parker ? Whurrup ! He must have been a great
huer anyway."
Barney shrank into himself, for he was sensitive
and modest, which qualities Mac asserted came to
him from his clothes. Seeing his attitude the Citizen
explained, " Huers means those who paint the town
red or any hue."
And^now the boys had to hear the rhyme.
" Trinity swank," said Barney, but he said it good-
naturedly.
" That reminds me," Golly volunteered.
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